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By: Callegari, Flynn, Mrphy, Crabb, et al. H B. No. 1495

A BILL TO BE ENTI TLED
AN ACT
relating to a bill of rights for property owners whose property may
be acquired by governnmental or private entities through the use of
em nent domain authority.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the Landowner's Bill of
Ri ghts Act.

SECTION 2. Subchapter B, Chapter 402, Governnment Code, is
anended by addi ng Section 402.031 to read as foll ows:

Sec. 402.031. PREPARATI ON OF LANDOMER S BILL OF RI GHTS
STATEMENT. (a) The attorney general shall prepare a witten
statenent that includes a bill of rights for a property owner whose
real property may be acquired by a governnental or private entity
through the use of the entity's eninent domain authority under
Chapter 21, Property Code.

(b) The landowner's bill of rights rmust notify each property
owner that the property owner has the right to:

(1) notice of the proposed acquisition of the owner's

property:;
(2) a bona fide good faith effort to negotiate by the

entity proposing to acquire the property:;
(3) an assessnent of danmages to the owner that will
result fromthe taking of the property:;
(4) a hearing under Chapter 21, Property Code,
including a hearing on the assessnent of damages; and
(5) an appeal of a judgnent in a condemnation
proceedi ng, including an appeal of an assessnent of damages.
(c) The statenent nust include:
(1) the title, "Landowner's Bill of Ri ghts"; and
(2) a description of:
(A) the condemnation procedure provided by
Chapter 21, Property Code;
(B) the condemming entity's obligations to the
property owner; and
(C) the property owner's options during a
condemation, including the property owner's right to object to and
appeal an anount of danmges awar ded.
(d) The office of the attorney general shall
(1) wite the statenent in plain | anguage designed to
be easily understood by the average property owner:; and
(2) neke the statenment available on the attorney
general's Internet website.
SECTI ON 3. Subchapter B, Chapter 21, Property Code, is
anmended by adding Section 21.0112 to read as foll ows:
Sec. 21.0112. PROVI SION OF LANDOMNER S BILL OF RI GHTS
STATEMENT REQUIRED. (a) Before a governnental or private entity
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with emnent donmmin authority begins negotiating with a property
owner to acquire real property, the entity nust send by first-class

nmail or otherwi se provide a |andowner's bill of rights statenent
provi ded by Section 402.031, Governnent Code, to the [ast known
address of the person in whose nane the property is listed on the
nost recent tax roll of any appropriate taxing unit authorized by
law to levy property taxes against the property.
(b) The statenent nust be:
(1) printed in an easily readable font and type size;

and
(2) if the entity is a governnental entity, nade
available on the Internet website of the entity if technologically
f easi bl e.
SECTION 4. Section 21.012(b), Property Code, is anended to
read as foll ows:
(b) The petition nust:
(1) describe the property to be condemed;
(2) state the purpose for which the entity intends to
use the property;
(3) state the name of the owner of the property if the
owner i s known; [and]
(4) state that the entity and the property owner are
unable to agree on the damages; and
(5) if applicable, state that the entity provided the

property owner with the | andowner's bill of rights statenent in
accordance with Section 21.0112.

SECTION 5. The office of the attorney general shall prepare
the landowner's bill of rights statement required by Section
402. 031, Governnent Code, as added by this Act, not |ater than
August 31, 2007.

SECTION 6. The changes in law nmade by this Act apply only to
a condemmation proceeding in which the petition is filed on or after
the effective date of this Act and to any property condemed t hrough
the proceedi ng. A condemmation proceeding in which the petition is
filed before the effective date of this Act and any property
condemmed t hrough the proceeding are governed by the law in effect
i medi ately before that date, and that law is continued in effect
for that purpose.

SECTION 7. This Act takes effect Septenmber 1, 2007.
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