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GENERAL 
1. Will the slide show from tonight’s meeting be available online?  Can you post the slide show on the website? 
 Yes, the PowerPoint presentation is available on the high school webpage on the BHISD website at www.bhisd.net.   

 
2. How many class periods are there in a school day?   

There are seven periods in the regular school day at the high school.   
 

3. Is it top 10% of this class or the state?   
The Top 10% is a ranking of a student’s GPA in comparison to all students within his/her class at their high school.  
 

4. Is there a grade requirement for each class taken in order to qualify for Distinguished Achievement? 
 Beginning with the class of 2018, the Distinguished Achievement Diploma is earned by credits that satisfy  

all graduation requirements.  The standard for passing any class still stands at 70 or above, per BHISD  
grading policy. 

 
CURRICULUM 
5. What if my child took Algebra I in eighth grade?  Does she still need 4 years of HS math? 
 If your child successfully completed Algebra I in the eighth grade, then she has earned one math credit  

toward graduation requirements and needs three more.  However, if she chooses the Math Option for the  
STEM endorsement, then she would need to take an additional advanced math. 
 

6. How is College Preparatory English different from English IV?  Does English IV not prepare students for  
College English? 
College Preparatory English and English IV both prepare students for college.  College Preparatory English is a new  
senior level course (HB 5 mandate) created in conjunction with Lee College.   This course is designed to address the 
needs of students who did not meet college readiness standards on the PSAT taken their junior year but scored high 
enough to be considered within close range of doing so.  Successful completion of this course enables students to 
enter a junior college setting without having to take remedial courses in English composition or reading.  Eligibility 
requirements apply. 
 

7. What is College Preparatory Math? 
College Preparatory Math is a new senior level course (HB 5 mandate) created in conjunction with Lee College.   This  
course is designed to address the needs of students who did not meet college readiness standards on the PSAT  
taken their junior year but scored high enough to be considered within close range of doing so.  Successful  
completion of this course enables students to enter a junior college setting without having to take remedial courses  
in mathematics.  Eligibility requirements apply. 
 

8. Why is World Geography required?  Will this eliminate World History courses? 
 Next year’s ninth grade students will be required to take World Geography as part of a phase-in plan for  

social studies.  Requiring world geography this next year allows us to meet the needs of our current high school  
students under one graduation plan while planning viable options for incoming students on a new graduation plan. 
World History will continue to be a course option for all students. 

 

http://www.bhisd.net/


 
 
9. Does the high school offer Principles of Technology?  If not, will you consider it? 

We do not currently offer Principles of Technology but are looking at adding it to our course selections in the near 
future. 

 
10. Do you have Project Lead the Way? 
 We do not subscribe to Project Lead the Way.  Instead, we use STEM Academy. 
 
11. Can students be in FFA and athletics? 
 Students will be able to participate in both FFA and Athletics.  Counselors will be able to answer more specific  

questions. 
 
12. What business and industry certifications and licenses can students receive? 
 A list of current certifications and licensures will be posted as a separate document on the high school webpage. 
 
ENDORSEMENTS 
13. Can a student change endorsement plans once they have started? 
 Yes, each year students will have a specific window of time to be able to change from one endorsement to another.   
 
14. Can a student earn two endorsements? 
 Yes, students may earn more than one endorsement. 
 
15. Why do students have to choose an endorsement? 

Endorsements are an integral part of HB 5 and a requirement for BHISD students entering ninth grade for the 2014-
2015 school year and beyond. Endorsements will offer students an opportunity to tailor their education to their 
strengths and interests. 

 
16.  If a student’s goal is to join the military, is an endorsement necessary? 
 Military recruiters search for students most prepared to enter military service.  An endorsement prepares students  

for all kinds of college and career opportunities, including the military.  In addition, students are required to earn at 
least one endorsement per BHISD board policy.  
 

17. Which endorsement plan will be geared to the military? 
 All endorsements could be considered great preparation for the military. The CTE option of Law, Public Safety,  

Corrections & Security under the Public Services endorsement might be what someone is looking for with the 
military in mind, but it is only one of many options available. 

 
18. Why is there not an endorsement that distinguishes toward FFA?  Why are we not gearing toward Agriculture? 

Agriculture course are an important part of our CTE curriculum and can be found in the Business & Industry 
endorsement under the CTE option. 

  
19. Is there a “point of no return” for students wishing to change their endorsement? 

Yes. If a student’s request to change endorsements comes too late, the new course requirements could jeopardize 
his/her ability to graduate on time. We anticipate that this should happen during a student's junior year, but 
counselors will advise students on an individual basis. 

 
20. What are some careers associated with each endorsement?  Can you provide students with a list of careers  

associated with each endorsement? 
A list of careers associated with each endorsement will be posted as a separate document on the high school  
webpage and as a print document in the Counseling Center. 

 



21. Where does ROTC fit in? 
 ROTC fits under the Public Services endorsement, but currently BHISD has no ROTC program. 
 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
22. What is a “CTE” Option?   
 CTE or Career and Technical Education options are choices within each endorsement that feature CTE courses. 
 
23. Will my child be able to take French? 
 We do not plan to offer French for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
24. Why are American Sign Language and Spanish the only options for LOTE?  Will Barbers Hill offer more  

than two LOTE? Condense these to one question (the second one sounds best) 
Our goal is to offer more Languages Other Than English (LOTE) at the high school, including computer languages. 
This is a highly specialized teaching field, which presents unique Personnel considerations.  As our enrollment grows, 
we will continue to study options as they become available.   

  
25. Is it true that freshmen and sophomores cannot get into American Sign Language?  If so, why aren’t more  

classes available? 
A second American Sign Language teacher was hired this year, enabling us to open more available sections for all  
students at each level. 

 
RESOURCES 
26. Where can we find House Bill 5 so we as parents can look it up and read it to make sure the school is following it  

correctly? 
 The following links provide comprehensive information about HB 5: 
 

Texas Legislature Online 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=83R&Bill=HB5 
 
Texas Education Agency 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=25769806149 
 

 Texas Association of School Administrators 
 http://www.tasanet.org/cms/lib07/TX01923126/Centricity/Domain/4/hb5-summary.pdf 
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